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Dedications
Chana Gold - in honor of her son’s birthday Yehoshua David ben Chana
Michelle Galen - on the yahrtzeit of her mother Rivka Devorah bat Yakov
Dora Gluck - on the yahrtzeit of her father Avraham Chaim ben Simcha
Rivkie Jungreis - on the yahrtzeit of her father Aharon ben Avraham
Aliza Leichtung - for a refuah shelaima for Esther Malka bat Shaindel Rochel
Ruchie Fried - in honor of her birthday. Birthdays are affirmations that the world
wouldn't exist without the life of the person who is born and l’m here to say that my
life is so much more fabulous with my dear friend Ruchie in it. Happy birthday dear
Ruchie in the best of health.

Batya  Bucks The System
Shemot 1:14

םויַמְָרְר֨וּ האֶת־חַיּיֵהֶ֜ הבַּעֲבדָֹ֣ מֶר֙קָשָׁ֗ ֹ֙ יםבְּח הוּבִלְבֵנִ֔ הוּבְכל־עֲבדָֹ֖ תבַּשָּׂדֶ֑ םאֵ֚ דָתָ֔ ֹ֣ םאֲשֶׁר־עָבְד֥וּכּל־עֲב בְּפָֽרֶךְ׃בָהֶ֖

The various labors that they made them perform. Ruthlessly*the various labors that
they made them perform. Ruthlessly Brought up from the end of the verse for
clarity. they made life bitter for them with harsh labor at mortar and bricks and with
all sorts of tasks in the field.

Bereishis 11:1-4

י רֶץוַיֽהְִ֥ הכל־הָאָ֖ תשָׂפָ֣ יםאֶחָ֑ אֲחָדִֽים׃וּדְבָרִ֖

Everyone on earth had the same language and the same words.

י םוַיֽהְִ֖ דֶםבְּנׇסְעָ֣ הוַיּֽמְִצְא֥וּמִקֶּ֑ רֶץבִקְעָ֛ רבְּאֶ֥ שְׁבוּשִׁנעְָ֖ ם׃ויֵַּ֥ שָֽׁ

And as they migrated from the east, they came upon a valley in the land of Shinar
and settled there.

ישׁויַּאֹמְר֞וּ הוּאִ֣ בָהאֶל־רֵעֵ֗ יםנלְִבְּנָ֣ההָ֚ הלְבֵנִ֔ הונְשְִׂרְפָ֖ ילִשְׂרֵפָ֑ םותְַּהִ֨ בֶןהַלְּבֵנהָ֙לָהֶ֤ רלְאָ֔ חֵמָ֔ םהָיָ֥הוהְַ֣ מֶר׃לָהֶ֖ ֹֽ לַח

They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them hard.”—Brick
served them as stone, and bitumen served them as mortar.—

בָה ויַּאֹמְר֞וּ נוּ׀הָ֣ ירנבְִנהֶ־לָּ֣ יםִורְאֹשׁ֣וֹוּמִגְדָּל֙עִ֗ נוּבַשָּׁמַ֔ םונְַעֲֽשֶׂה־לָּ֖ רֶץ׃עַל־פְּנֵ֥יפֶּן־נפָ֖וּץשֵׁ֑ כׇל־הָאָֽ



And they said, “Come, let us build us a city, and a tower with its top in the sky, to
make a name for ourselves; else we shall be scattered all over the world.”

Shemot 2:4-6

רֶד ץבַּת־פַּרְעהֹ֙ותֵַּ֤ ֹ֣ רלִרְח ֹ֔ יהָעַל־הַיאְ תונְעֲַרתֶֹ֥ ֹ֖ רעַל־יַ֣דהלְֹכ ֹ֑ רֶאהַיאְ חהַסּ֔וּףבְּת֣וֹךְאֶת־הַתֵּבָה֙ותֵַּ֤ הּותִַּשְׁלַ֥ אֶת־אֲמָתָ֖
ותִַּקָּחֶֽהָ׃

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe in the Nile, while her maidens walked
along the Nile. She spied the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to fetch
it.

הוּותִַּפְתַּח֙ לֶדותִַּרְאֵ֣ עַראֶת־הַיֶּ֔ הוהְִנּהֵ־נַ֖ לבּכֶֹ֑ ֹ֣ יוותַַּחְמ אמֶרעָלָ֔ ֹ֕ יותַּ יםמִיּלְַדֵ֥ זֶהֽ׃הָֽעִבְרִ֖

When she opened it, she saw that it was a child, a boy crying. She took pity on it and
said, “This must be a Hebrew child.”

Mishlei 31:15

קם  ילְָהבְּע֬וֹד׀ותַָּ֤ ןלַ֗ רֶףותִַּתֵּ֣ הּטֶ֣ קלְבֵיתָ֑ ֹ֗ ח יהָ׃וְ֝ לְנעֲַרתֶֹֽ

She rises while it is still night,

And supplies provisions for her household,

The daily fare of her maids.

Medrash Mishlei 31:5

"ותקם בעוד לילה" - זו בתיה בת פרעה, גויה היתה ונעשית יהודיה, והזכירו שמה בין הכשרות, בשביל שעסקה
במשה, לפיכך זכתה ונכנסה בחייה לגן עדן.

"She rises while it is still night" - this is Batya, the daughter of Pharaoh. She was a
gentile and became a Jewess and they mentioned her name among the proper
[women], since she took care of Moshe. Therefore she merited and entered the
Garden of Eden in her lifetime.

Sotah 12b

A parallel passage depicts the princess’s rejection of idolatry as a rejection of death

אָבִיהָ]בֵּית[מִגִּלּוּלֵילִרְחוֹץשֶׁיּרְָדָהמְלַמֵּדיוֹחַיבֶּןשִׁמְעוֹןרַבִּימִשּׁוּםיוֹחָנןָרַבִּיאָמַרהַיאְרֹעַללִרְחוֹץפַּרְעהֹבַּתותֵַּרֶד
וגְוֹ׳הוֹלְכוֹתונְעֲַרתֶֹיהָוגְוֹ׳צִיּוֹןבְּנוֹתצוֹאַתאֵתה׳רָחַץאִםאוֹמֵרהוּאוכְֵן



“And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe [lirḥotz] in the river” (Exodus 2:5).
Rabbi Yoḥanan says in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yoḥai: “This teaches that she
came down to the river to cleanse herself from her father’s idols [as she was
immersing herself as part of the conversion process]. And similarly it states: “When
the Lord shall have washed [raḥatz] away the filth of the daughters of Zion, (Isaiah
4:4). “And her maidens walked along [holekhot]” (Exodus 2:5).

לָמוּתהוֹלֵךְאָנכִֹיהִנּהֵאוֹמֵרהוּאוכְֵןמִיתָהלְשׁוֹןאֶלָּאזוֹהֲלִיכָהאֵיןיוֹחָנןָרַבִּיאָמַר

Rabbi Yoḥanan says: This walking is nothing other than the terminology of going
toward death, and similarly it states: “Behold, I am going [holekh] to die” (Genesis
25:32).


